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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


North of 60° ------ 


BERING CITY POOL HALL 


It is not everyday an undiscovered Alaska token 4a >> OT aN 
appears. It is truly a rare day when a previously f fans NN Se ame 1 

unknown token from a new town is found. Is this |) >7 : PENS R 
the case of the Bering City Pool Hall token? It was Gy ms me 


purchased by Tyler Fountain of Martelle, Iowa from 
a west coast dealer as part of a token lot including California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska and 
British Columbia tokens. 


I am a cynic when it comes to new discoveries. I have been burned by my own enthusiasm a 
few times. 


I was not a believer when the V.T. Co. Gakona Station tokens appeared. Gakona Station? There 
were no trains to Gakona. Must be from some other Gakona. It was not until J.W. Terrill pro- 
vided the proof that they were Valdez Transportation Co. that I saw the light. 


There is good reason to doubt attributions of mavericks to Alaska. Consider the eBay sales of 
“he who shall not be named,” attributing any maverick he can to Alaska, especially military 
tokens. 


Which brings us to the Bering City Pool Hall token. What are the strengths and weaknesses to 
an attribution to Bering City, Alaska. 


Dictionary of Alaska Places Names states: 


Bering City: locality, see Bering. 

Bering: locality, at mouth of Bering Creek, on Port Clarence. Var. Bering City. 

Harbor town established about 1899 or 1900 to serve the placer mines along the Blue- 
stone River...USGS noted that by the fall of 1900 it had a population of 200 and as a 
harbor, “has some advantage over Teller, inasmuch as vessels can easily approach much 
nearer the shore and have more protections from easterly and northeasterly winds. Teller, 
however, dominated and drew most of the people from Bering. See Teller. 


“Behring City” is listed in the 1901 and 1902 directories. These would be reporting on the previ- 
ous year. Oddly, in the 1901 directory, it is shown as being in Canada! These directories have 
557 entries for Behring City. Many are duplicates, so perhaps 300 different. Only 12 are for 
businesses. The rest are individual miners. There are (2) general merchants, (1) saloon, (2) 
restaurants, (2) hotels, and miscellaneous other unidentified businesses. No pool hall is listed. 


Surprisingly, Teller has only 345 entries, with many more businesses, but no pool halls. Bering 
City was very short-lived. The post office closed in December of 1901 (Nome Nugget, Dec. 
14, 1901.). 


Nome Nugget, November 19, 1902. 

Bering City, on Port Clarence bay, which flourished for brief time in 1900, has been 
abandoned. Not a soul is left to tell the tale of its rise and fall. Only a few empty shacks 
and buildings are left. 


The 5¢ denomination is a problem for this time frame. More common is the 25¢ and 12'A¢ 
tokens, and less so the 6’4¢ tokens. As late as 1930, anything less than 25¢ was disregarded in 
Wiseman, Alaska. About 1939, Piggly Wiggly in Fairbanks brought in cents, nickels and dimes. 
Other merchants were not happy (ATC&PN, November, 2022, page 128). 


continued on page 103 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Bering City provides a puzzle this issue. Sadly, my con- 
clusion is not what I was hoping for. 


We keep finding stuff on R.J. Negus, so we take an- 
other look at him. He is found not guilty of manslaugh- 
ter in the killing an Eskimo, Mike. Perhaps he was not 
guilty, but it was probably an all white jury, prone to 
acquit. At least they thought about it for 36 hours. 


I had heard that native Americans were not citizens 
and it took an “act of Congress” (perhaps it was really 
an Act of Congress), to grant them citizenship. We see 
this in the case of Ross Sheakley and other residents of 
Hoonah. 


eBay was really quiet this past month. Nothing excit- 
ing. A Kodiak Masonic brought a decent price. I think 
the Valdez Transportation Co. from Gakona was a good 
buy. 


My minion has been busy. See page 107! 


We recently purchased a collection of Alaska tokens 
and will be dribbling them out over the next few months. 
There was nothing exceptional, but a fair number of 
better than the usual suspects. We are offering tokens 
from Nome and other NW Alaska villages in this issue. 


This collection, and a previous collection gives us a large 
selection of Alaska transportation tokens. If you have 
a want list of these, let us know. We just might have 
what you need. Benice numbers preferred, but we can 
struggle with Atwood numbers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - J.D. Williams 

Southeast Alaska Correspondent - Mike Schmetzer 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Fairbanks, Horseshoe Cigar Store, spinner 31.00 
Fairbanks/Eielson, AK Coachways, B-T la 34.88 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., $1, B-unl 128.50 
Ketchikan, Alaska Cab, Full Fare, B-Tla 50.000B 
Kodiak, St. Paul’s Harbor Masonic Penny, B-8b 207.52 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 89.00 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $1, B-16e 8.00 
AYPE, encased cent, horseshoe 29.00 
Tierra del Fuego, SE de TdelF, $1 black 298.000B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now; 
BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; SUP= 
sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


ROSS SHEAKLEY 
HOONAH B-4 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, December 22, 1919. 
PEOPLE OF HOONAH ARE PROSPEROUS 
AND ALSO PROGRESSIVE 


That the native people of Hoonah are progressive 
and keenly alive to the advantages of education is 
evinced by the following ordinance passed recently 
by the Council of Hoonah: 


In order to insure the education of the children of 
our village and that they may take advantage of the 
opportunities provided by the United States Gov- 
ernment school for natives, be it enacted that: 


Attendance at school is compulsory for all children 
between the ages of eight and sixteen... 


If a child is absent from school for three successive 
school days without excuse...the parents of such 
child shall be liable to arrest and a fine not exceed- 
ing $20. 


The above news and other items of interest were 
brought to Juneau this week by William Sheakley, 
secretary of the Hoonah village council... 


Among other improvements in town... 


Ross Sheakley...is building a new house and his 
brother, William Sheakley on this trip to town pur- 


continued on page 109 
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BERING CITY POOL HALL, cont. 


Nome Nugget, May 10, 1902. 

LIQUOR MEN RAISE PRICES 

The Saloons West of Barracks Square Now Charge 
Two Bits Straight For Beer and Whiskey. 

A meeting of the Liquor Dealers Association on 
Thursday afternoon agreed upon a uniform price 
of 25 cents for drinks. Seventeen of the dealers 
signed the compact and pledged themselves to stand 
by it until June 1, next, then to give ten days notice 
if any of the parties withdraw from it. 


The saloons included in the two-bit agreement are 
The Bodega, Dexter, Hunter, Pioneer, New Eldorado, 
Northern, Columbia, Miners’ Inn, Reception, 
Behring, Madden House, Nevada, Ocean, Board of 
Trade, Second Class, Monte Carlo and Hub. 


There is no record as to what the price was before the 
increase. This is just another indication that a 5¢ token 


would not be used. 


Bering City, Alaska, sadly does not look like a good fit. 
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Nome Nugget, September 26, 1925. 


There is a Bering Pool Hall in Nome in 1925 and 1926, 
owned by Z. Lane. “City” is missing from the business 
name. There is no Z. Lane in the directories up to 
1912, so he probably was not in Bering City, giving a 
reason for the business name on the token. 


Nome Nugget, June 12, 1926. 

The Bering Pool Room will open for business 
Wednesday. The place is also offered for sale. In- 
quire within. 


A five cent token would fit for this time frame in Nome, 
but the name does not match. A better fit than Bering 
City, but not much. 


The only other town named Bering that I can find in the 
United States is in Texas. 


From the Texas State Historical Association: 

Bering, TX. Bering is on U.S. Highway 59 in cen- 
tral Polk County, about ninety miles north of Hous- 
ton. Conrad, E.J. and W.G. Bering built a sawmill at 
the site in the early 1880s, after construction of the 
Houston, East and West Texas Railway through Polk 
County opened up the area to large scale lumber 
interests. A post office was established in 1906. 
The Bering plant, one of the long-running sawmills 
in the region...operated until about 1920. After the 
mill closed, most of the community s residents drifted 
away, although about fifty remained through the 
1930s. 


Tokens were issued by W.G. Bering’s Store (some dated 
1904 and 1905) and Chas. H. Duncan in Bering, Texas. 


If this is from Bering, Texas, why would the word “city” 
be inserted into the business name? 


The Bering family was the founding family. The town 
is named for them. They had a sawmill and store. They 
probably owned most of the town. If the name was 
“Bering Pool Room,” it would be assumed that it was 
owned by the Bering family. 


To differentiate the pool room from other Bering family 
businesses, I suggest that the owner inserted the word 
“city” to indicate that Bering referred to the location 
and not the family. 


In this time frame, the 5¢ denomination is not a problem 
in Texas as it is in Bering City, Alaska. Perhaps a Texas 
collector can find some reference to Bering City Pool 
Hall. 


Without documentation showing Bering City Pool Hall 
in any of these locations, attribution to these locations is 
purely speculative, but I think Texas is looking pretty 
good. 


Sadly, my enthusiasm about the discovery of a new 
Alaska token has been dampened by the facts. 


I would love to be proven wrong. 
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Since I used one of the Negus dies for Kaye Dethridge’s 
birthday medal, it was time to revisit R.J. Negus in the 
LoC. 


In the Feb/March 2007 issue, Mr. Harley Sundown of 
Scammon Bay provided some information on R.J. 
Negus. What we find in the papers is somewhat at 
odds with Mr. Sundown’s account. 


Nome Nugget, January 8, 1902. 

R.J. Negus, who reached town yesterday from 
Kougarok, in company with Lester Monnet, says that 
during the latter part of November the thermometer 
reached 54 degrees below in the Kougarok coun- 
try. Negus and Monnet left Mary’ Igloo on Decem- 
ber 24, and a blizzard raged incessantly from De- 
cember 27 until they reached Penny river, January 
6. 


Road house keepers along the coast say that the 
late blizzard was the worst ever experienced by them. 


Mr. Negus says there is no trail between Nome and 
Teller, except from Penny river to this town. 


In the Nome Nugget, December 23, 1903, R.J. Negus 
is listed as a pioneer of 1899. 


Nome Nugget, February 24, 1904. 

R.J. Negus was carried out on the ice below Fort 
Davis, but he managed to reach shore safely near 
the mouth of the Nome river. 


Nome Tri-Weekly Nugget, November 25, 1905. 
Patrick Ryan, a member of the city council under 
the old “consent city government,” was arrested this 
morning by Deputy Marshal Warren on a charge of 
pocket picking. Ryan, it is alleged, took a stick pin 
from a necktie worn by R.J. Negus. 


Nome Try-Weekly Nugget, December 5, 1905. 

Paddy Ryan this morning in Judge Reed’s court, 
pleaded guilty to a charge of petty larceny and was 
given 30 day in the federal jail. Paddy a few days 


NEGUS 


ago, abstracted a stick pin from a tie worn by R.J. 
Negus. 


Nome Daily Nugget, August 15, 1910. 

Frank Waskey and Dick Negus came in from Iron 
creek yesterday. They report that work is progress- 
ing in that region and everything is looking well. 
About twenty men are at work on Upper Iron and 
are taking out good stuff. 


Nome Daily Nugget, October 14, 1910. 

The Louise arrived yesterday afternoon about four 
o'clock from Scammon bay, where she had been to 
take Frank Waskey and Dick Negus who are going 
on a prospecting trip into that country. 


Nome Daily Nugget, June 22, 1911. 

“Dick Negus, who went over with me last fall is pros- 
pecting in the Scammon Bay country and has never 
been in the Good News Bay Country.” (Frank 
Waskey) 


Iditarod Pioneer, February 3, 1912. 

Next he (ed. note: Frank Waskey) visited his partner 
R.J. Negus, at Scammon bay. Mr. Negus, at one time 
was a Western newspaper man, being prominent in 
that line at Denver and San Francisco. 


Iditarod Pioneer, August 23,1913. 

Mr. Waskey will remain here for some few weeks, 
probably a month, and then will proceed to Good 
News bay and possibly Scammon bay where his part- 
ner Dick Negus is running their trading station. 


Daily Nome Industrial Worker, August 28, 1913. 
With a heavy cargo of freight, including a big deck 
load, the little steamer Arctic, built by the Marine 
Railway Co. of Ballard, for Ira Rank, of Nome, is 
loaded at pier 7, ready to begin her long voyage to 
the North. Most of her cargo is for R.J. Negus, pro- 
prietor of a trading post at Scammon bay, about 
100 miles south of St. Michael. 


Nome Nugget, January 21, 1922. 

Dick Negus, a widely known former resident of the 
Nome district sustained the loss of two fingers and 
part of one hand in a shooting accident occurring 
on the Lower Yukon October 26th last...The acci- 
dent happened while Negus was cleaning a shot 
gun. 
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A LITTLE MORE ON R.J. 


Seward Daily Gateway, September 13, 1923. 
Arriving in Nome recently on the Virginia from St. 
Michael was well known oldtimer Dick Negus, who 
has been absent from Nome for many years. Negus 
is in the fur business at St. Michael... 


Nome Nugget, March 15, 1924. 

Thursday the case of the United States vs. R.J. Negus 
was deliberated upon with the result that on the 
charge of Manslaughter, A True Bill was reported 
to the Court by Foreman A. Polet. The crime is al- 
leged to have been committed at Scammon Bay, upon 
the person of one “Mike” a native Eskimo. The 
Defendant Negus, was immediately arraigned un- 
der the indictment, and entered a plea of “Not 
Guilty.” 


Nome Nugget, April 5, 1924. 

On Wednesday, April 2nd., the case of the United 
States versus Richard Negus was called and the fol- 
lowing Jury selected... 


The trial began at 2:00 p.m., April 2nd., and con- 
tinued through Thursday. Eskimo witnesses being 
examined by Counsel through an interpreter, Frank 
Degnan, and this testimony came very slowly and 
had the effect of slowing down the trial very much. 


The Prosecution finished its case Thursday after- 
noon and the defense opener in his case in chief: 


On Friday morning the defense resumed its case and 
a great number of character witnesses were placed 
on the stand by the defendant during the day. The 
defense closed its case late Friday, the defendant 
taking the stand as the last witness for the defense. 
Today a few witnesses will be placed on the stand 
by the prosecution in rebuttal, and the arguments to 
the Jury are expected to begin before noon, accord- 
ing to represent expectations. 


Nome Nugget, April 12, 1924. 

RICHARD NEGUS FOUND “NOT GUILTY” BY 
JURY 

The case of Richard Negus, charged with manslaugh- 
ter, for the alleged killing of one Mike, an Eskimo, 
near Scammon Bay, went to the Jury in the Federal 
Court of Nome last Saturday afternoon, and after 
deliberating all Saturday night the Jury returned a 
verdict of “not guilty” Sunday afternoon at about 
3:45, 


NEGUS 


Nome Nugget, April 12, 1924. 

Richard (Dick) Negus, the well known old-time Alas- 
kan from Scammon Bay in the Yukon Delta country, 
left Nome for his trading post during the week. 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 12, 1924. 

The case of Richard Negus...after deliberating for 
over thirty six hours the jury returned a verdict of 
not guilty. 


Nome Nugget, May 3, 1924. 
In a telegram to friends in Nome, Dick Negus who 


is returning to Scammon Bay, reported his arrival at 
St. Michael April 24th. 


Nome Nugget, August 2, 1924. 

The mail boat Donaldson returned to St. Michaels 
and way points with the U.S. Mail and passengers 
Tuesday afternoon. Dick Negus, the well known 
trader of Scammon Bay is returning to his home on 
this trip of the Donaldson. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, October 10, 1928. 
R.J. Negus, pioneer Alaskan and for many years a 
trader and fur buyer at Scammon Bay on the Bering 
Sea coast...visited here last night 


Mr. Negus has been in the Territory since 1899 and 
this is his first trip to the States since 1900. 


Mr. Negus recently sold his business at Scammon 
Bay and said he was retiring from the game, but 
was not leaving the Territory. “I'll be back on the 
first boat next Spring,” he said. 


Nome Nugget, December 26, 1931. 

In a letter to friends in town received from St. 
Michael R.J. (Dick) Negus writes that he is winter- 
ing at St. Michael and sends his regards to all his 
Nome friends. 


Contrary to Mr. Sundown’s account, it does not look 
like R.J. Negus went insane after killing “Mike.” but 
continued to live in the St. Michael/Scammon Bay area. 


While there are a few references to St. Michael, I think 
the evidence points to Scammon Bay as the home for 
these tokens. However, the style of these tokens just 
don’t fit in the 1913-1928 time frame! 
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TELLER, ALASKA 


Since Bering (City) is near Teller, it is only appropriate 
that we take a look at Teller. We looked at the Teller 
Commercial Co. in the March issue last year. We 
present a little more information here. 


Nome Nugget, August 22, 1903. 

The Flyer a Success 

The Flyer of Teller is the name of the new flat bot- 
tom gasoline passenger boat that will run from Tell 
to Marys Igloo. She was fitted out at Nome and has 
been tried and found all right. She left at daylight 
Thursday morning for Teller. She is owned by the 
Teller Commercial Co., and will be used in freight 
an service. Wm. Hagendorn will have charge of her. 
She will make from six to eight miles an hour, and is 
built for low water. She looks good to all who have 
inspected her. 


The trip from Teller to Mary’s Igloo takes the Flyer 
across Imuruk Basin and up the Kuzitrin River, 40 miles 
southeast of Teller. Mary’s Igloo (Kauwerak) was dev- 
astated by the flu epidemic of 1918-19 and a tuberculo- 
sis epidemic two years later. 


Nome Nugget, October 12, 1929. 

The Teller Commercial Co. has had a branch store 
at Igloo for several years, carrying only staples with 
a native in charge. A new store is being erected this 
year to accommodate a complete stock of general 
merchandise. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Overbaugh and 
Miss Mildred will be in charged. Mr. Overbaugh is 
an old sourdough, well known from Council and 
Dime creek dredging. 


If one is going to make a fantasy token, it should at 
least be believable! The Half Bottle of Whiskey token 
supposedly from Teller is a case in point. First off, why 
Teller. Why not Nome? And how does one get a half 
bottle of Whiskey? Maybe there was no intent to de- 
ceive, but just to make something fun. 


HANS APSCH 
Ketchikan B-7 and B-53 
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Ketchikan Miner, November 2, 1907. 

District Court. - A petition was filed Saturday after- 
noon by assistant district attorney Barnhill praying 
that a citation be issued by the court requiring Hugh 
Barclay and Hans Apsch, proprietors of the 
Budweiser (B-7) saloon, to appear and show cause 
why their barroom license should not be revoked. 
The petition, which was granted and citation issued 
accordingly, avers that the said Barclay and Apsch 
conduct a saloon, dance hall and bawdy house, and 
that they were guilty on one occasion of selling in- 
toxicating liquor to Benjamin Crogan and Mary 
Crogan. The matter will probably be taken up on 
demurrer tomorrow afternoon. 


Ketchikan Miner, August 29, 1908. 

The Royal Hotel, (B-53) a new addition to the excel- 
lent hostleries of this city, opened last night. Mr. 
Hans Apsch is the owner and manager. He has trans- 
formed his property on front street into a comfort- 
able, homelike guest house, especially for miners 
and others who desire a good hotel, that furnishes 
bathroom and board at a moderate expense. The 
proprietor has put in new floors, remodeled the build- 
ing throughout and made it an attractive stopping 
place. The Royal will undoubtedly receive a good 
share of patronage from the many visitors constantly 
passing through and stopping for a short time in 
Ketchikan, as well as those residing here. 


I 
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The Royal Hotel and Bar 


Hans Apsch, Prop. 


A CHOICE LINE OF WINES LIQUORS AND CIGARS 
Yigns rear ola Cedar Brook, Bought jn bond. the whiskey that made Ketobikan 
famows. Al) bottled beer’s cents per quart, Raioier Mault % cents per bottle. 


Nicely Furnished Rooms 
by the day, weak or month. 
. | 
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South Provt Street, Ketchikan, Alaska 


Ketchikan Miner, November 13, 1909. 
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MING@R MINT MINION 


My minion, Liza Claar, has been busy this summer. 


July 15 was the 100th an- 
niversary of the driving of 
the golden spike for the 
Alaska Railroad in 
Nenana. Liza has been 
busy making 1/10th oz. silver and gold tokens for sev- 
eral months (one evening a week) to sell at the event. 
The spike on the silver token is enhanced with gold 
enamel paint 


Gold Token (enlarged) 


She tells her own story at tundratokens.com where 
you can read all about it. Plugging the light weight silver 
tokens to bring them up to weight was just too much 
fun! 


She also participated in the “Kids Mart” in North Pole 
on July 30. At this event, entrepreneurial kids could 
show and sell their products. There was a lot of lemon- 
ade, baked goods, jellies and jams. Liza sold her rail- 
road tokens, and a “Camping in Alaska” 1/10 oz. silver 
token she made as a Christmas ornament last year, but 
without the hole for the ribbon hanger. 


She is selling the silver Railroad and camping for $10 
each and the native gold (not pure) Railroad tokens for 
$200, plus postage. 


Contact her at her email address: 


tundratokens@hotmail.com 


FAR NORTH TRANSPOR- 
TATION- B- Tla 


From the July 1961 
issue of “The Fare 
Box”, published by 


the American 
Vecturist Associa- 
tion. 


John Coffee learned from an Alaskan correspon- 
dent that the Far North Transportation Co. token 
was used in Nome. Since it used the words “Far 
North” we should have realized that this token was 
from a place as far up North as a bus company could 
operate. There was a large army area about 3 or 4 
miles north of Nome with some 5,000 men, so for a 
while the bus company had plenty of customers. John 
and Charles Reader owned the line. The line ran 
for only 2 years, 1948 and 1949. These tokens sold 
3 for $1.00. They operated only one bus, which 
actually was a large flat bed truck with a big ply- 
wood box on it which would hold about 30 people. 
The box had seats along the wall and was heated 
during the winter. The owner says he has no tokens 
left, and only time will tell just how many will show 
up. (They were struck in Seattle by the Seattle Rub- 
ber Stamp Company.) 


The only mention that I find in the Nome newspapers 
on the Far North Transportation Co. are ads with the 
schedule, the first June 9, 1950 and the last June 26, 
1950. 


Far North Transportation Co. 
Bus Schedule 
Fares on and off base: 25c, 3 / 50c 
No. 5 Dredge: 50c. 
All other fares: 25c. 

LEAVE TOWN— Mornings: 
8:45, 9:45, 10:45, 11:45. Afternoons 
1:45, 2:45, 3:45. 5:30. 6:00. Even- 
ings: 7:00, 7:30, 8:30, 9700, 9;30, 
10:00, 10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:00a.m., 
1:30 am, 2:00 am.,, (3:00 am, Sat. 
only). 

LEAVE BASE— Mornings: 9:15, 
10:15, 11:15, 12:15. Afternoons: 
1:15, 2:15. 3:15, 4:15, 6:15. Even- 
ings: 7:15. 8:15, 9:15, 10:15, 11715, 
12:15, 1:15. 
LEAVE QUIANNA CLUB—Even- 
ings: 7:45. 8:45, 9:45, 10:45. 11:45. 
12:45, 1:45 a.m. 

LEAVE No. 5 DREDGE—Even- 
ings: 5:45, 8:00. 11:00 p.m. 


Nome Nugget, June 9, 1950. 
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ANTIQUES ROADSHOW IN ANCHORAGE 


We entered the lottery for tickets to the Antiques Road- 
show in Anchorage July 12 and were fortunate to win 
two tickets. 


Jan and I (along our friend, Pam, who also had a ticket) 
left Fairbanks at 7AM on July 11 for the drive to An- 
chorage. Fortunately, there was little construction and 
no delays. We arrived in Anchorage about 1:30. I made 
a quick stop at the Alaska Mint to pick up an order, and 
then headed to our Air B&B. 


Our tickets for ARS were for 1OAM, so we were there 
and ready to enter at that time. Our friend’s ticket was 
not until 2PM, so she took the car and made a few 
important stops around Anchorage - Goodwill, Salva- 
tion Army, Value Village... 


We were allowed to bring two items each. I selected 
two signs that have been on the back wall of the shop 
since before 1988. The first is a wood painted sign of 
the Hudson’s Bay Co., offering supplies for the 
Klondyke gold rush. My estimate is that it was circa 
1897. The second was a metal painted sign for 
Lindemann Jewelers from Dawson, circa 1901. 


Jan brought her pyrographic moosehide, and two prints 
by Sydney Lawrence for two transportation compa- 
nies. 


Our first stop was at the “Folk Art” table where Leigh 
Keno was doing the appraising. We usually see him 
appraising furniture, so this was a surprise. We unrolled 
the 8 foot hide and told him what knew about it. He said 
since it was from 1950, it was worth $1,500. I said no, 
it was 1915 - he had misheard me. In that case, then 
$3,000. For having no knowledge of the item, he nailed 


the appraisal. 


Next it was to the collectible tables. Jan’s posters were 
ruled reproductions (by two appraisers). We had pur- 
chased these from a Candy Waugaman garage sale, so 
it was a bit of a surprise, but not overly so. 

Then it was time for my Hudson’s Bay sign. The first 
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appraiser said it was fake, that they are copying signs. 
I asked for how long, because I have owned these signs 
for over 35 years. He seemed a little offended that I 
would question him and asked if I would like a second 
opinion. He talked with another appraiser and he came 
over. Now what did he say to this appraiser? Just tell 
the guy what he wants to hear so he will go away? In 
any case, the second appraiser came over and looked 
at the sign. He said it was real, but maybe not as old as 
one would think as the HBC was very much into their 
own history. He thought it might have been made in the 
1920s. He would not bet on either circa 1900 or 1920. 
He appraised the sign at $4,000 to $5,000 in the lower 
48 market, noting that the Alaska market is different. 


There was no questioning the Lindemann Jewelers sign, 
and it appraised at $800 to $1,000. 


The person directing people where to go with their items 


108 


ANTIQUES pelceeea IN ANCHORAGE 


= ay i 


> _ meeps 
MANU FACTURING 


i 


oe ‘ rik 


sent us to collectibles, when she should have sent Jan 
and her poster to the poster guy, Nicholas Lowry. He 
is quite the character, and Jan really wanted to take her 
posters to him. But we did as we were told. We should 
have just gone over there, even after the first appraiser 
said they were reproduction. I don’t think the result 
would have been different. 


While many people go to the Roadshow for appraisals, 
we pretty much knew what our items were worth. Our 
reason to go was to show some neat Alaska items, and 
hopefully get them on camera for the rest of the coun- 
try to see. 


I was not terribly disappointed that my signs were not 
selected. If they could have been selected, but leaving 
me out of it would have been ideal. 


On the other hand, Jan’s moosehide would have made 
a great item, and we have a good story to go with it. 
People have seen signs, but how many have seen art- 
work burned into a moosehide? 


We left immediately after our appraisals so we could 
have lunch, and then get Pam to the ARS for her ap- 
praisals. She was very pleased with the appraisals she 
received on her Fairbanks Value Village purchases! 


J.D. Doug Williams also had tickets to the ARS, and 
was not impressed with the appraisers knowledge of 
Alaska items. And, in my opinion, he had a couple items 


worthy of filming. 


Doug also said that the news on an Anchorage TV chan- 
nel reported on the ARS. One item that made the film- 
ing was one of Susan Butcher’s Iditarod trophies, ap- 
praising at $100,000. Really? 


The Anchorage Antiques Roadshow will air in three 
one our segments in 2024. Based upon what I know 
was rejected, there must be some really whizbang, knock 
your socks off Alaska items. 


SHEAKLEY, cont. 


chased a new pool table and will start a pool hall 
and soft drink store on his return. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, April 1, 1922. 
SEVEN INDIANS ASK PAPERS OF DISTRICT 


COURT 
Want Certificates of Citizenship 


Seven Indians from Hoonah, all apparently pos- 
sessed with a desire to “vote for somebody” appeared 


before Judge T.M. Reed in the District Court and 


applied for certificates of citizenship as required by 
a Territorial Act passed in 1915... 


At the morning session of the Court there were three 
applicants. William Sheakley, Ross Sheakley and 
Archie Lawrence... 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, April 4, 1922. 
INDIANS GIVEN CERTIFICATES 

An order granting seven Hoonah Indians certifi- 
cates defining their citizenship status was signed 
yesterday by Judge T.M. Reed in U.S. District Court. 


The order was subsequent to a hearing Judge Reed 


held last Saturday. Those to whom certificates were 
granted are.... 


William Sheakley, Ross Sheakley... 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, February 28, 1933. 
Ross Sheakley, well known Indian of Hoonah, was 
brought here last night from the village by Deputy 


United States Marshal George Jones. He is charged 


with violation of the Alaska Bone Dry Law. and will 
have a hearing before —— Charles gee in the 


United States 
Commissioner’s 
Court. 
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KIVALINA - REINDEER 
THRIVED THERE 


Tundra Times, Fairbanks, November 1, 1962 
Eighty five miles to the north of Kotzebue is Kivalina. 
This little village has a population of about 150. 
Kivalina subsists on hunting economy. 


In the ‘20s and ‘30s Kivalina was one of the lead- 
ing reindeer herding centers. Big herds thrived there, 
due to the constant presence of the herders. 


Sometime in the ‘30s a directive from Washington 
was issued that the natives apply what was known 
as open herding. This meant the herds were to be 
left alone until such times as butchering and mark- 
ing of the ears. 


Without the constant care of the herders the rein- 
deer began to grow wild and started to mix with 
other herds. They were at the mercy of the wolves. 
In time they integrated into caribou herds. 


The once healthy reindeer economy disintegrated 
and left many an Eskimo a poor one indeed. 


Alaska Prospector, Valdez, November 1, 1906. 
COPPER BLOCK NEARS COMPLETION 

The steam heating plant for the new Copper Block 
arrived last week and is now being installed. As soon 
as it is put in place the office rooms on the second 
floor will be ready for the inspection of the public. 
The finishings of the entire building will be com- 
pleted in a few weeks and Valdez will then have one 
of the finest store and office block in western Alaska 


Steam Feat Electric Light 


The Cobper Block 


Buffet 


Good Goods ot Good Goods 


Finely Furnished Rooms All Modern Converniiences 


SeeeOPeeesTeEGeovseser 
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Alaska Prospector, Valdez, October 3, 1907. 


NEW LINCOLN BAR 


The first mention of the New Lincoln Bar (B-36) is in 
the September 8, 1950 issue of the Nome Nugget. There 
are several other news items, all concerning drunk and 
disorderlies, thefts and assaults until the final mention. 


Nome Nugget, June 1, 1956. 

Today marks the opening of the Golden Goose Grill 
under the management of Betty and Ray Coplin. The 
grill is located at the former location of the New 
Lincoln Bar. 


I find it interesting that many of these look as though 
they have been through a fire. 


THE COMISARY 
SKAGWAY B-6 


Ron Benice states that because of the spelling of 
Skaguay, it is from earlier in the store’s life. I suspect 
he is correct, and it was issued before John Haley be- 
came the owner. 


Daily Alaskan, October 21, 1904 

Having purchased the Commissary cigar store and 
business from E.E. McDonald, I will be pleased to 
meet all patrons and friends of the house who will 
be made welcome and be treated as well as though 
no change had taken place. I also solicit the trade 
of new patrons. 

John Haley 


Also, it appears that John Haley knew how to spell 
Commissary! 
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NOME TOKENS FOR SALE 


Here is a nice selection of tokens from Nome. Photos 
have been lightened and/or contrast enhanced to show 
detail. Major defects are noted. 


Alaska, One Lead Pencil, B-2a 25.00 


Arctic, 124¢, B-4a 75.00 


Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-8h 125.00 
The Columbia, 1 Drink, B-17a 100.00 


Eldorado, bifacial, B-19b, attribution tentative 90.00 


The Hoffman, (12'2¢), B-26a 100.00 


350.00 


Lomen Brothers, 25¢, B-30a 250.00 
M. Mulloy, 25¢, B-33a 100.00 


The Reais 12, B-35bII 250.00 


New Lincoln Bar, 50¢, B-36a 40.00 


MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN STOCK. PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL SHIP 
ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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NOME TOKENS FOR SALE 


Nome Novelty, Dempsey & Dickey, corroded, 
counterstamped “T”, B-38al 100.00 


As above, B-38all, worn 350.00 


100.00 


Polet Stores, 5¢, 25¢, 50¢ and $1, all alum., 


B-41, a,e,g,h 120.00 

As above, 50¢ only, B-41g 45.00 

As above, $1 only, B-41h 50.00 
Polet Stores, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and $1, all fiber, 

B-41, b,d,fi 55.00 

As above, 5¢ only, B-41b 5.00 

As above, 25¢ only, B-41f 5.00 

As above, $1 only, B-41i 8.00 
Far North Transportation Co. 

One Fare, B-Tla 125.00 


(see page 107) 


MODERN NOME TOKENS 


ARTIC NATIVE 
BROTHERHOOD 
CLUB 
NOME, ALASKA 
1979 


GOOD FOR 
ONE 
DRINK 


Arctic Native Brotherhood, 1979, one 
drink, white on azure plastic 


12.00 


Arctic Native Brotherhood, one drink, 
white on blue plastic. 


~ 
i 


i“ 


Board of Trade Saloon, 12'2¢ drink, 


aluminum 10.00 
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MODERN NOME TOKENS NORTHWEST VILLAGES 


GAMBELL 
Reindeer Commercial Co., set of 8; 1¢ to $10 
B-1, a-h 175.00 


KIVALINA 


Kivalina Reindeer & Trading Co., 5¢, B-lal 5.00 
As above, B-lall 5.00 


As above, 50¢, B-lc, very slight bend 175.00 


IVORY & FURS : 
4 “a y KOTZEBUE 
Ferguson Stores, set of 3, 25¢ to $1 125.00 
McAIpine’s Fur Trading Post, 1967, $1, 5.00 As above, 25¢ only 30.00 
aluminum. As above, 50¢ only, light damage 25.00 


NCO A-GO-GO, set of 3, 5¢ to 25¢, B-2 a-c 30.00 


MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 
Sheppard Trading Co., set of 6, 25¢ to $$20 
B-1 a-f 100.00 


NOORVIK 
Noorvik Co-operative Store, set of 6, 5¢ to $5 
B-1, a-f 100.00 


Polar Bar, Drink, white on blue plas. 12.00 SAVOONGA 
Reindeer Commercial Co., set of 8, 1¢ to $10 
B-1, a-h 150.00 


SHISHMAREF 
Shishmaref Native Store, set of 5, 5¢ to $1 
B-1 a-e 40.00 


TELLER 
North Star Mercantile, set of 4, 5¢ to $1, 

B-2, a-d 120.00 
Teller Commercial Co., set of 4, 5¢ to $1 

B-3, a-d 40.00 
Half Bottle of Whiskey (fantasy) 25.00 
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EAGLE RIVER TOKENS 
(THE) ERO 
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The Bar, 1982, one drink, brass 10.00 ony 


EAGLE RIVER 
ALASKA 


Elks Lodge 2682, one drink, brass. 


10.00 


Tip’s Bar, set of 2 plastic, white on black (beer 
or well drink) and red (premium drink). 


18.00 


Elks Lodge 2682, 1989-1990 Mid Winter 
Conference, bronze (drink?) 12.00 


— V.E.W. Post 9785, brass (drink?). 8.00 


A 
\ ' 
EAGLERIVER = EAGLE RIVER 
ELKS LODGE ELKS LODGE 
#2682 


Elks Lodge 2682, set of two plastic, black on 
yellow and red, uniface. 12.00 


Py AG V.E.W. Post 9785, set of 4 plastic, white on 
fy. G \\e E Tp 
a, * LS 


pink, bronze, black and blue, one drink. 
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HOMESTEAD 


Homestead Sports Lounge/Eagle River 


Pay’n Save, $1 off next purchase, blk on wood 5.00 
Bowl, One Free Drink/Game, brass 


10.00 Subway, Bear Paw Festival Parade wooden 
° nickel. Black on wood. 


5.00 
Wooden nickels shown at a reduced size. 
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